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COPYRIGHT 

 
This document (eBook - PDF), “DEER & BEAR PROOF GARDEN ENCLOSURE WITH RAISED BEDS” is Copyright 
©2025, Henry Reinders, Countrylifeprojects.com, All Rights Reserved. This eBook may not be altered in any way. 
You may not reproduce in whole or part, any portion of this document except for printed copies for your own 
personal use. You MAY distribute or share this eBook/Plans in the original format only (this PDF, unaltered in 
any way).  
 
Utilization of this file is limited to your own personal use only. 

TERMS OF USE & DISCLAIMER 

 
Due to the many variables and unforeseen issues involved in Home Renovations & DIY Projects, user ability and materials used, 

Countrylifeprojects.com is not responsible for, and expressly disclaims any liability and costs for, damages of any kind arising out of use, 

reference to, or reliance on any information contained within this eBook, the Countrylifeprojects.com website, our videos uploaded to Youtube 

(or similar video hosting/sharing websites), or any third party/external websites linked to from this eBook or Countrylifeprojects.com. While the 

information contained within this eBook and our website is periodically updated, no guarantee is given that the information provided in this 

website is accurate, correct, complete, or up-to-date. 

Although this eBook and the Countrylifeprojects.com website may include links providing direct access to other Internet resources, including 

websites, Countrylifeprojects.com is not responsible for the accuracy or content of information contained in these sites or your actions and 

dealings on said websites. 

Links from this eBook and Countrylifeprojects.com to third-party sites do not constitute an endorsement by Countrylifeprojects.com of the 

parties or their products and services. The appearance on the website of advertisements and product or service information does not 

constitute an endorsement by Countrylifeprojects.com, and Countrylifeprojects.com has not investigated the claims made by any advertiser. 

Product information is based solely on material received from suppliers – You as the visitor and user of said eBook and our websites are 

solely responsible with your actions and conduct on these websites or any related form of media. 

Any type of construction related work can be dangerous. Since you are dealing with dangerous tools, work at heights, ladders, and numerous 

other unknown conditions, seek expert opinions and help, where necessary. The authors and publishers assume that, while carrying out your 

shed project, you are aware of all the risks and possible damages associated with home improvements and the work involved. 

 

Check with your town, city, state, province, county or country for applicable laws about home improvements and alterations. Often, it is 

necessary to obtain local government permits and licenses to prevent legal implications. We also recommend that you call local professionals, 

to assist in your project if you do not feel competent in doing certain parts of the work required. Failure to do so could cause injury or death -- 

you are acting at your own risk. 

 

By choosing to use the information made available on CountryLifeProjects.com or within this or any of our publications, you agree to 

indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the authors, publishers, and any other related companies from all claims (whether valid or invalid), 

judgments, suits, proceedings, losses, damages, and costs or expenses of any nature whatsoever that result from the use or misuse of any 

information provided. 

 

The information provided may need to be downloaded using third party software, such as Acrobat or Flash Player. It’s the user’s responsibility 

to install the software necessary to view such information. Any downloads, whether purchased or given for free from our website, related 

websites, or hosting systems, are done at the user’s own risk. No warranty is given that websites are free of corrupting computer codes, 

viruses, or worms. 

 

 

 
 

http://countrylifeprojects.com/
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HOW TO USE THIS EBOOK & PLANS 

 
This eBook and the plans included are intended to be used in conjunction with our free Deer Proof Garden 

Fence & Beds Videos on our YouTube Channel and Countrylifeprojects.com.  

IMPORTANT:  As you might notice in the videos, we changed up the design of the garden enclosure as we 

proceeded and found better ways to build it. As such, we felt it important to provide these updated plans to 

ensure you can build the garden enclosure successfully – and using standard dimension framing materials. 

We recommend printing this eBook and then using it with our FREE DIY VIDEOS. Depending on your level of 

construction experience, it would be a good idea to watch all 3 videos prior to starting your garden enclosure 

project as there are various options and tips covered in our videos. 

We would like to thank you for purchasing this eBook and plans... and wish you success in the construction of 

your garden enclosure project. 

 
Henry Reinders  
http://countrylifeprojects.com 

 

DESIGN FEATURES – BUILD A BIG AS YOU WANT! 

 

EXPAND WITH EASE! 
 
The design of our garden enclosure allows you to easily increase the width or length of the enclosure simply by 
adding extra raised beds as needed. The gate and smaller raised bed combined are the same width as the raised 
beds - this ensures the total length of the enclosure is the same on both sides as you add more raised beds.  
 

DEER AND BEAR PROOF? 
 
The height of the enclosure will keep deer from jumping over. We opted for 2x2 stucco wire to prevent tear 
down damage from bears – and by simply adding an electric wire on the middle rail and top rail you can deter 
bears from climbing over. While a bear may stretch or loosen the stucco wire, it is unlikely it will rip it apart as it 
is very strong. Of course, it is important to use proper fencing staples to secure it. 
 
To keep rabbits and rodents out of the garden, be sure to add small 1x1 or smaller wire mesh to the lower 
section of your gate. 
 

NO POST POUNDING, DIGGING OR CONCRETE! 

Our design eliminates the need to set posts in concrete or pound posts into the ground. By using 2x6 posts with 

2x4 diagonal bracing there is no need to set posts into the ground – nice and easy! 

 

http://countrylifeprojects.com/
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MATERIALS, SPECIFICATIONS & CONSIDERATIONS 

 

PLEASE READ THIS ENTIRE SECTION BEFORE PROCEEDING 

Make sure your all your saws are setup square and angle cuts precisely set. Do some test cuts and double check. 

If all your parts for the Raised Garden Beds are cut square, this will make it easier to join Raised Garden Beds, 

square the enclosure, level boxes, and plumb posts etc.  

IMPORTANT: In our videos, we use rough full dimension lumber wherein a 2x6 is a full 2” x 6” or 2x4 a full 2” x 

4” etc. This type of lumber is not commonly available, and we have modified the design of the garden enclosure 

to utilize common dimensional framing lumber for all aspects of design and construction. This is the actual size 

of lumber after it is planed in the mill – see table below; 

 

VERY IMPORTANT REGARDING PLAN DIMENSION 

Framing lumber can vary in size from piece to piece, sometimes as much as 3/8” on the width of a 2x10, or ¼” 

on a 2x8. And as much as an 1/8” in thickness subject to moisture content. 

As such, the measurements shown on all our plans, are provided as a close guide only, and you should double 

check measurements as you proceed. When cutting Raised Garden Bed width and lengths this is not critical, like 

wise with posts, but fence rails and caps might need to be measured and cut to fit. For example, we show Raised 

Garden Bed heights at 15” high, but if your 2x8’s are 7 ¼” (very common) the total height would be 14 ½”. 

I recommend only buying what can be used up within 4 or 5 days for best results. Any longer and lumber may 

wrap or cup and become difficult to work with, possibly not usable if left in the weather to long. Always store 

lumber on a level surfaces, neatly and tightly stacked out of the sun, and cover with a tarp or sheet of plywood. 

Plywood should be stored flat.  
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Framing lumber is subject to more moisture level variations than any other wood used in construction and this 

“WILL” affect the dimensions of the lumber.  

In dry weather a 2x4 will likely be 1 ½” thick by 3 ½” wide, a 2x6 will probably be 1 ½” x 5 ½” and so on for 

similar sizes of lumber. This is the case with the lumber used in this project. 

LUMBER GRADES: 

All framing lumber used in the shed construction is SPF* (Canada and some areas of the USA) or 2&BTR Fir (USA 

and International). The actual lumber you use will vary depending on your location, building codes and so on. As 

long as it is graded for use in house construction it will be fine.  

* SPF in Canada simply means a mix of “Spruce, Pine or Fir”.  

NAILS & SCREWS 

For Bed assembly, use 3 ½” to 4” galvanized spiral common nails or 3” ceramic coated construction screws. 

Other tips on screw or nail lengths are included in our videos. 

STAINING PARTS BEFORE ASSEMBLY! 

Be sure to stain all parts of Raised Garden Beds and garden enclosure that you will not be able to do after 

assembly. This should be done right after all parts are cut to length. You can also stain all parts completely with a 

first coat prior to assembly and then apply a second coat prior to installing your wire mesh on the exterior of the 

enclosure. Be sure to stain the ends of any lumber cut after parts are stained – this will substantially reduce rot 

in the future (end grain is most susceptible to rot). 

LIST OF LUMBER FOR GARDEN ENCLOSURE 

 
If you want to buy all the lumber at one time, the list below is for all lumber needed as per these plans 
 

• Raised Garden Bed sizes are optimized to minimize waste, and still leave enough length to cut both 
ends square on all parts. 

 

FRAMING LUMBER: 

• 35 / 8’   2x4 – For Rails, Gate & Bracing 

• 2 / 10’   2x4 – For Top Capping 

• 4 / 16’   2x4 – For Top Capping 

• 25 / 8’ & 1/10’  2x6 – Posts & Diagonal Braces on Gate – Plus gate entrance platform 

• 3 / 8’   2x10 – Cross Bracing in Raised Garden Beds (large board in center) 

• 46 / 8’   2x8 - Raised Garden Bed sides & Bases (end pcs near bottom on ends) 

• 4 / 8’   2x2 – Corner bracing on Raised Garden Beds 
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HARDWARE & STAIN 

No material list is provided for hardware and stain as this will depend on what you decide to use. Stain is hard to 

estimate subject to the species used and moisture content. To estimate nails or screws, simply decide what you 

need per section of the enclosure and multiply by 9 if building to exact plan sizes (this should allow a little extra). 

GROUND PREPARATION 

 
THESE PLANS ARE FOR LEVEL FLAT GROUND 

Please note that these plans are for a garden enclosure on a reasonably flat area. If you are building on a sloped 

lot and step-down parts of the enclosure (as we did in our videos), be sure to allow for longer post lengths if and 

where required. 

As mentioned in our videos, you have two options to level out your Raised Garden Beds and total enclosure.  
 

1) As per the design of the beds, you can dig out the ground as needed to level (can be very hard work) 
2) Or order a load of coarse gravel and level out the area first – recommended and much easier! 

 
Use a heavy duty landscape fabric under the beds. Plastic is not a good idea, there are some weeds that actually 
thrive in the air restricted ground when plastic is used. Plastic is also more likely to tear.  
 

MINIMUM 1” CHICKEN WIRE ON BOTTOM OF RAISED GARDEN BEDS 

 
It is very important to use 1” chicken wire (if smaller rodents are an issue, use smaller mesh) on the base of your 

beds to prevent rodents that burrow underground from getting into the beds and eating root crops.  

 

IMPORTANT: READ BEFORE CUTTING OR INSTALLING POSTS! 

 
WHAT KIND OF WIRE MESH WILL YOU USE? 

Our plans are designed around the use of galvanized 2x2 stucco wire. It is strong and not too expensive. It can 

also be cut with tin snips or cutting disk on a small grinder. It retains its shape and dimension, so we found it to 

be a good option for a garden enclosure 

Be sure to check the width of the stucco wire available in your area. Ours was 47” wide and when cut in half 

(less the center wire) you should have two sections about 21 ½”.  

When laying out the rails and total height of the posts, you will want 1 ½” of the mesh overlapping the onto the 

rails and posts. So, for these plans, this means the upper space between rails should be 44” and 18 ½” on the 

lower section. Same applies to overlap on posts. 

If you use a different kind of wire and likely a different size (width), you will need to work out the overlap on 

rails and location of rails before cutting, notching and installing your posts. 
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This is important as you will need to use ¾ or 7/8” fencing staples and you do not want to nail these near the 

edge of the 2x4 rail as they may split out along the edge. If nailed further in from an edge, they will hold better. 

 

INSTALLING STUCCO WIRE 

 
Unfortunately, the video footage we shot for this part was damaged – we really wanted to include it with the 

videos.  

First and foremost, installing and stapling the stucco wire is a two-person job. One to hold the rolled-up wire and 

another to staple it on. We found ¾” or 1” fencing staples worked the best, any smaller and you’ll have blue 

fingers, any bigger and you split to much wood (and much harder to nail in). 

With the length and width of this garden enclosure you can easily cut lengths of mesh to 

run the full length or width of the enclosure. We found that rolling out the wire on a flat 

area (driveway, lawn etc) and cutting pieces to length first the easiest. These can then be 

rolled up again for installation later. 

We also found it easiest to start at one end, stapling the top in the center of each section 

first. Then starting in the center section of the side you are working on, staple every 8 to 

12” working along the top toward one end, repeat from center to the other end. Once the top is secure, do the 

same on the bottom with the second person pulling down and toward the ends as you go. 

Once the top and bottoms are stapled, finish stapling the vertical wire on all posts.  

All that said, you may do this slightly different subject to the type of wire you have and how you and your help 

find it easiest to do.  

Most important is to try and work from center out. Do not nail both ends off and try to do the center sections 

after as the wire mesh will likely bulge and not lay out flat and tight to the enclosure. 

 

THAT IS ABOUT IT… 

 
Following are all the drawings for our garden enclosure design. If in doubt on any part, be sure to watch our 

videos on YouTube here: Country Life Projects YouTube Channel 

We have also included 3D perspective drawings without measurements as reference. We have found that these 

help to visualize the finished project, construction and avoid costly errors. 

Most important, take your time to make sure all your cuts are square. Also decide on the type of wire mesh you 

will be using prior to ordering posts, cutting them to length and notching them for the middle rail. 

Success with your Garden Enclosure 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/CountryLifeMedia/videos
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3D VIEW OF RAISED GARDEN BEDS 

 
LARGE RAISED GARDEN BEDS (NEXT TO GATE) 
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SMALL RAISED GARDEN BED (NEXT TO GATE) 
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LARGE RAISED BED PLANS 
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SMALL RAISED BED PLANS – NEXT TO GATE 
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3D VIEWS OF GARDEN ENCLOSURE 
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TOP VIEW 
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POST BRACING – CORNER VIEW 

 
 
 

GATE & ENTRANCE PLATFORM VIEW 
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GARDEN ENCLOSURE – BED LAYOUT PLAN 
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GARDEN ENCLOSURE – POST SPACING 
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GARDEN ENCLOSURE – CAP SIZES 
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GARDEN ENCLOSURE – RAIL SPACING FOR WIRE MESH  

 
The measurements shown here are for the stucco wire we used as noted prior. However, what if you wanted to 
use two rows of 36” wide – 1” chicken wire? Then as per the example below, the spacing between both bottom 
and top rails with the middle rail would be 33” – you would need to lay this out on a 2x6 with all rail widths and 
raised bed height plus ground clearance to determine total post length (and notch location etc).  
 
Remember, when doing the layout, the bottom rail is located 2” down onto the side of the raised bed – be sure 
to allow for this when marking out the layout. 
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GARDEN ENCLOSURE – ANGLED POST BRACES 

 
The ideal length of this brace is shown, but it can vary slightly – an 1/8” or ¼” difference is not critical (as long as 
they are all the same) as you will be adjusting posts to plumb – that is the most important part! 
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GARDEN ENCLSOURE – GATE NOTES 

 
It is important to have a ½” spacing on the latch side of the gate. ¼ to ½” on the hinge side is fine. We highly 
recommend surface mounted hinges as shown as this utilizes the shear strength of screws (lag bolts 
recommend) versus pull out strength if hinges are install between the gate and post. 
 

 

 

 

 



21 
 

GATE SIZING AND CONSTRUCTION 

 
The gate is fairly simple and strong and should not sag over time (maybe a little from shrinkage but that is it). 
The frame and center brace are 2x4’s and diagonal braces 2x6.  
 
Instead of trying to figure out the angles for the diagonal braces, it is much easier to put the frame on a table or 
sawhorses, square it up, then lay the braces out over the frame so they will fit as shown below, mark them off 
and cut to those lines. 
 
To secure braces, just screw or nail through the 2x4 frame (use a minimum of 2 per joint). Check to make sure 
the gate remains square as your secure the braces. 
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GARDEN ENCLOSURE – ENTRANCE PLATFORM BELOW GATE 

 
The platform (deck) is placed under the gate between the short raised garden bed and a standard size one. It is 

important to make sure the ground underneath the deck is tampered down to prevent settling. The deck can be 

secured to the bottom of the raised beds by screwing or nailing through the flanges shown – but, do keep nails 

or screws about 1” down from the top edge to prevent splitting in the future (also make sure the deck is always 

supported by solid earth to keep it within ¾” of the bottom of the gate). 

The purpose of the deck is to prevent animals that may dig under a gate from gaining access to the garden. With 

the deck, an animal would have to dig through 3’ of ground to gain access.  
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Planning to Build a Shed This Year?  
 

Check out our shed plans – complete with 16 DIY videos to guide you through the build 

process – From the foundation to the roofing, we cover it all!  

View videos here: https://countrylifeprojects.com/how-to-build-a-dream-shed/ 

  

 

8’ x 10’ Plans: https://countrylifeprojects.com/8-x-10-shed-plans/ 

10’ x 12’ plans: https://countrylifeprojects.com/10-x-12-shed-plans/ 

Get $10 Off For a Limited Time!  

Use Coupon Code: BNBL10 when you purchase the plans 

https://countrylifeprojects.com/how-to-build-a-dream-shed/
https://countrylifeprojects.com/8-x-10-shed-plans/
https://countrylifeprojects.com/10-x-12-shed-plans/
https://countrylifeprojects.com/8-x-10-shed-plans/
https://countrylifeprojects.com/10-x-12-shed-plans/

